
The plot of land on which the boys’ school 
of Yeshiva of Brooklyn was built was 

purchased from Tony, a young non-Jew.

The tension was high and the matter 
seemed closed - until Rabbi Manis Mandel, 
who had remained silent thus far, spoke:

At the closing the broker made a suggestion to Tony...

R’ Shlomo Heiman, born in Parenz, near Minsk, to R’ Michel, was ראשׁ ישיבה  of
 ר׳ ברוּך בּער At the age of 12, he learned in Halusk under .בית מדרשׁ עליוֹן and ישיבה תּוֹרה ודעת
Leibowitz זצ״ל. In 1917, after R’ Shlomo married Chaya Feiga Rudinsky, ר׳ ברוּך בּער appointed 
him to serve as ראשׁ ישיבה of כנסת בית יצחק. The חפץ חיים also selected him to teach in the 
Radin ישיבה. After WWI, R’ Elchonon Wasserman הי״ד prevailed upon him to be a ראשׁ ישיבה 
in Baranovitch. In 1927, R’ Chaim Ozer Grodzenski זצ״ל invited R’ Shlomo to be ראשׁ ישיבה 
in Vilna, a position he held for nearly eight years. In 1935, with the approval of R’ Chaim 
Ozer, R’ Shlomo accepted the position of ראשׁ ישיבה of ישיבה תּוֹרה ודעת. His classic שעוּרים 

are collected in חדּוּשי ר׳ שלמה.

Tony, maybe you would 
subtract from the sale price 
whatever you save from the 

tax fees, since you are selling 
the land to a non-profit 

institution?

Tony, Let me tell you 
about my teacher, Rabbi 

Shlomo Heiman, of blessed 
memory. He was a great 

man. What do you think he 
would tell his wife when 

she went shopping?

The MONEY is 
MINE! NO ONE has 
the right to take 
away MY money!

Rabbi, you 
got it!

Tony, if I were buying it for 
myself, I would not say a word. But 

I am purchasing the land for my non-
profit school that accepts children 

from poor families for free or reduced 
tuition. That’s why we’re trying to save 

whatever money we can!

Chaya Feiga, please 
remember that we do not haggle 

over prices with the shopkeepers. 
However, if you are shopping for the 
poor family next door, then you have 
an obligation to try to get the best 

price. Every penny you save for them is 
precious!
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

 ,was born in Latrimentz (near Vilna) ר׳ מֵאִיר שִמְחָה הַכֹּהֵן זַצַ״ל
Russia to ר׳ קְלוֹנְמוּס קַלְמַן, a wealthy merchant. At age 17 he 
completed his classic מֶשֶךְ חָכְמָה. As per his father advice, he 

never printed the סֵפֶר in his lifetime. He was 17 when he married חַיָה, the 
daughter of ר׳ צְבִי פַלְטִיאֵל Makovsky of Bialystock. For the next 23 years, he 
learned day and night. In 1888, at the request of the בֵית הַלֵוִי, he became רָב 
of the פָרוּשִים of Dvinsk. For nearly 40 years he served as the beloved leader 
of כְלַל יִשְרָאֵל and was one of the גְדוֹלֵי יִשְרָאֵל that founded אֲגֻּדַת יִשְרָאֵל. His 
brilliant and classic work, אוֹר שָמֵחַ עַל הָרַמְבַ״ם, considered one of the 
greatest works of its kind of all time, is studied in all יְשִיבוֹת today. 

 ד׳  אלול
5603 – 5686 
1843 – 1926 

הֵן זַצַ״ל   was offered the ר׳ מֵאִיר שִמְחָה הַכֹּ
position of רָב of יְרוּשָלַיִם after  ר׳ שְמוּאֵל
 in 1906, but he bowed to the פְטִירָה s’סַלַנְט
entreaties of his קְהִלָה to remain in 
Dvinsk. Twenty prominent leaders of 
Dvinsk wrote to יְרוּשָלַיִם as follows: 
“...We, of the Russian גּוֹלָה in the city of 
Dvinsk, rise up in response to the report 
that the בְנֵי יְרוּשָלַיִם wish to take away our 
 our teacher ... not only will they destroy ,רֶבִי
us, but [it will destroy] the entire גּוֹלָה for 
whom he is the רֶבִי and the address for all who seek 
the דְבַר ד׳, word of ד׳…” 
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עֶךָ    בוּאַת זַרְּ ל תְּ ת כָּ ר אֵּׂ עַשֵּׂ ר תְּ רִים יד:כב(… עַשֵּׂ בָּ )דְּ  
 You shall tithe the entire crop of your planting … 
 The א רָּ מָּ ת in גְּ   makes a well known (קי״ט) מַסֶכֶת שַבָּ
comment on the double expression of ר עַשֵּׂ ר תְּ א The .עַשֵּׂ רָּ מָּ  גְּ
notes that hidden in these words is a very special blessing; 
ר עַשֵּׂ בִיל שֶתִתְּ ר בִשְּ  take from your own produce (or — עַשֵּׂ
monies) a tenth (ר  and, in return, you will be blessed (מַעֲשֵּׂ
with wealth.  
 R' Shimon Schwab זַצַ״ל poses a very powerful 
question. This ה כָּ רָּ  of affluence does not seem to be in line בְּ
with everything that we have learned in many places in חֲזַ״ל. 
Do we not find a consistent message throughout the רִים פָּ  of סְּ
י לֵּׂ לֹמֹה הַמֶלֶךְ that קֹהֶלֶת and מִשְּ  ,the wisest of all men ,שְּ
despised wealth and all of its trappings? What is the value of 
a ה כָּ רָּ  of riches if wealth, owning riches as an end reward, is בְּ
so scorned? 
 R'  Schwab  explains  this  with  a  א רָּ מָּ מַסֶכֶת    in  גְּ
רִים דָּ א The .(ל״ח) נְּ רָּ מָּ ן says in the name of גְּ נָּ  only ה׳ that ,ר׳ יוֹחָּ
rests His כִינָּה  on a person who is blessed with certain שְּ
qualities. One of the qualities that is listed is being wealthy. 
Again, we have the same question.  
 The בַ״ם א answers that the רַמְּ רָּ מָּ  does not mean to גְּ

say that in order to be eligible to be a בִיא  you must possess ,נָּ
great wealth. The terminology of שִיר בִיא regarding a עָּ  refers נָּ
to that which we learn in בוֹת י אָּ קֵּׂ שִיר,  :(פֶרֶק ד:א)  פִרְּ יזֶהוּ עָּ אֵּׂ
קוֹ חֶלְּ חַ בְּ מֵּׂ  Who is considered rich? One who is satisfied with ,הַשָּ
his lot. The בַ״ם  explains that being satisfied with what you רַמְּ
have and not being wishful about what you could have had, is 
an essential quality in becoming a בִיא ה׳  .נָּ
 With this understanding of the necessary quality to 
be a בִיא ה׳ א Rav Schwab explains our ,נָּ רָּ מָּ ת in גְּ  One .מַסֶכֶת שַבָּ
who is able to be happy with his lot and share his G-d given 
wealth with others will be זוֹכֶה to reach the highest  level of 
wealth, ֹקו חֶלְּ חַ בְּ מֵּׂ  that of being satisfied with his lot. This is ,שָּ
the truest form of riches, for this type of wealth will last 
forever. 
 The  א רָּ מָּ סוּק  on  the  (ט׳)  מַסֶכֶת  תַעֲנִית  in  גְּ  in  פָּ
אַכִי י…  (ג:י) מַלְּ לִי דָּ ה עַד בְּ כָּ רָּ כֶם בְּ וַהֲרִיקֹתִי לָּ , and I will pour out 
upon you blessing without end, interprets the ה כָּ רָּ  :as follows בְּ
you will have so much plenty that you will say דַי — enough. 
Says Rav Schwab: in the same vain, you will be able to say דַי 
— enough — because you will be truly satisfied — ֹקו חֶלְּ חַ בְּ מֵּׂ  .שָּ

Adapted from: Peninim on the Torah (with kind permission from Rabbi A.L. Scheinbaum) 
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*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

מַחְתָׂ  לִפְנֵי  ד׳   ךָ  וְהַלֵוִי …  וְשָׂ תֶּ ךָ  וְעַבְדְךָ  וַאֲמָׂ ה  וּבִנְךָ  וּבִתֶּ וְהַגֵר  וְהַיָׂתוֹם …  אַתָׂ
ה  נָׂ אַלְמָׂ רִים טז:יא(… וְהָׂ )דְבָׂ  

 You shall rejoice before ד׳ … you, your son, your daughter, 
your slave and your maidservant … and the Levite … and the convert, 
and the orphan and the widow…  
א offers an interesting רַשִ"י  ש תַנְחוּמָׂ  that explains the מִדְרָׂ
powerful ה כָׂ ה that comes when one gives בְרָׂ קָׂ  ,to the poor צְדָׂ
especially before יוֹם טוֹב. The ש  is saying, “If ד׳ teaches us that מִדְרָׂ
you support My four needy ‘children’ — the Levi (who has no share of 
the land), convert, orphan and widow, I will look after your four 
‘children’ — your son, daughter, slave and maidservant” 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 About 50 years ago, R' Dovid Schochet, was asked to speak 
to a group of Jewish and non-Jewish participants in Buffalo. He 
consulted with a ב  and was advised that due to certain רָׂ
circumstances it was advisable to go. He focused his lecture on the 
theme of ה קָׂ  charity, due to its universal appeal. He mentioned the ,צְדָׂ
following story:  
 A wealthy miser lived during the time of the תֹּסְפוֹת יוֹם טוֹב. 
After he died, the א ה קַדִישָׂ בְרָׂ  decided to bury him in the area of the חֶּ
cemetery called קְדֵש  reserved for society’s outcasts. A few days ,הֶּ
later, a tumult developed in Cracow. The butcher and baker, who had 
hitherto been very charitable, suddenly stopped their funds 
distribution. The poor people brought the matter before the  תֹּסְפוֹת
 He asked the men why they had so abruptly terminated their .יוֹם טוֹב
worthy acts. They explained that in the past, this ‘miser’ had supplied 
them with funds for charity. He had warned them to never disclose 
anything, as he wanted the ה  ,to be pure. Now that he was dead מִצְוָׂ
they could not continue. Awed by the unassuming “miser’s” behavior, 
the תֹּסְפוֹת יוֹם טוֹב asked to be buried next to this humble individual. 
 After he concluded his lecture, a priest asked R' Dovid that 
he repeat the story. Not wishing to be seen having a drawn-out 
dialogue with a priest, he arranged to meet with the priest the next 
day in his hotel room.  

 After R' Dovid concluded his repetition of the story, the 
priest paced nervously back and forth across the room. Finally, the 
priest turned to him and said, “Rabbi Schochet, that ‘miser’ was my 
ancestor.”  
 Skeptical, R' Dovid tried to calm the young man, saying that 
there was absolutely no connection between him and the story of the 
miser, which had taken place hundreds of years ago. “Furthermore,” 
he told him, “you are not Jewish. This man was a Jew.” 
 The priest looked at R' Dovid intently and whispered, 
“Rabbi, now I have a story to tell you! … I grew up in Tennessee. My 
father was a US Army major during the WWII who met a Jewish girl in 
Europe and married her. No one knew her background. A short time 
later, my parents were blessed with a son, who ... eventually trained 
to become a priest. In my early adulthood, my mother died young. On 
her deathbed … after reciting שְמַע, she confessed, ‘I want you to 
know that you are Jewish.’ She informed me of my heritage and that 
her ancestor was buried next to a great sage called the תֹּסְפוֹת יוֹם טוֹב. 
She then told me, almost verbatim, the story that you related in your 
lecture last night. At the time, I imagined that my mother was 
delirious. Although I felt uneasy from my mother’s parting words, it 
was only a temporary, fleeting emotion. I soon forgot the entire 
episode. 
 “Rabbi, I realize now that the story must be true. What am I 
to do? I am a reputable priest with a large congregation of devoted 
followers.” 
 R' Dovid encouraged him to explore his heritage and put 
the man in contact with people in his city who could guide him. 
 Several years later, a bearded Jew approached R' Dovid at 
the ל ם“ .כּוֹתֶּ לוֹם עֲלֵיכֶּ  Do you recognize me, R' Schochet? I am the !שָׂ
former priest you met in Buffalo!” R' Dovid gasped as he realized how 
powerful is the eternal merit of the miser’s ה קָׂ  and the guiding צְדָׂ
hand of the תֹּסְפוֹת יוֹם טוֹב. R' Dovid was a direct descendant of the 
 !תֹּסְפוֹת יוֹם טוֹב

Adapted from: Divine Whispers (with kind permission from Targum) 
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חלק א׳ פרק ז׳:ב׳  -ספר אהבת חסד   
*The הֲלָכוֹת of collateral (a security that usually is at least equal in value 
to the loan. Typically it is held until the money has been repaid), that 
we mentioned last week are applicable even for a ית דִין לִיחַ בֵּ  ,שְׁ
messenger of the court. If the lender did not request collateral and on 
the due date of the loan the borrower was not able to repay his debt, 
then even though there was a court ruling against the borrower, the 
ית דִין לִיחַ בֵּ  must not force the borrower to bring him collateral, nor שְׁ
can the ית דִין לִיחַ בֵּ  .take any collateral without permission שְׁ
*This is intended only as a guide. Please review any real-life situations with a competent Rov.  
These הֲלָכוֹת of collateral we are now learning are only applicable to a direct loan. If, 
however, the money owed was for payment of work done or because he was a guarantor 
ב]  do not apply and one may forcefully take collateral הֲלָכוֹת on a loan, then these [עָרֵּ
against the wishes of the borrower. 

• From ראֹשׁ חוֹדֶשׁ אֶלוּל until מִינִי עֲצֶרֶת לְדָוִד ה׳ “ we recite ,שְׁׁ
…אוֹרִי וְיִשְעִי  הִלִים כ״ז) ”  two times each day — once by ,(תְׁ

חֲרִית חָה and once by שַׁׁ עֲרִיב or מִנְׁ  This recitation is .מַׁ

followed by דִישׁ יָתוֹם  .קַׁ
• Some people have a הָג פִלִין to check their מִנְׁ זוּזוֹת and תְׁ  מְׁ

during the month of אֶלוּל. 

1. When freeing an עֶבֶד עִבְרִי, one should give him more than he 
deserves. Why? 

2. Who are the four recipients of הקב״ה’s בְרָכָה if we complete our 
responsibilities to the יָתוֹם ,גֵר ,לֵוִי, and אַלְמָנָה? 

1. Because when we left מִצְרַיִם, we received from הקב״ה, twice: once from  בִיזַת
 after the splitting of) בִיזַת הַיָם and then a second time by (before leaving) מִצְרַיִם
the ד״ה וְזָכַרְתָ ) יַם סוּף … — 15:15). 

2. Your son, daughter, servant and maid servant are the four (of ours) that 
correspond to the יָתוֹם ,גֵר ,לֵוִי, and ד״ה וְהַלֵוִי) אַלְמָנָה … — 16:11). 
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FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

 fought valiantly against the reform ר׳ מֵאִיר שִמְחָה הַכֹּהֵן זַצַ״ל
movement. In 1860, he wrote (מֶשֶךְ חָכְמָה, פ׳ בְחֻקֹּתַי) that those 
who forget their origins, thinking “Berlin is יְרוּשָלַיִם”, are doomed 
to destruction. During WWI, many Jews left Dvinsk to a safer 
haven. He did not join, explaining that he would stay as long as 
there was a מִנְיָן of Jews in town. “?װעֶר װײֵסט װאָסִיז בעֶסעֶר — 
Who knows what is better? —  יעֶדעֶר באָמבעֶר האָט זײַן אײֵגנעֶר
 ”!Each bomb has its own exact address — פִינקטלעֶכעֶ אַדרעֶס!

Source: Heard around the Shabbos table 

Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
״ל  צַּ כֹּהֵן זַּ  ר׳ מֵאִיר שִמְחָה הַּ
was one of the leading דוֹר  גְדוֹלֵי הַּ
of his time. In Dvinsk, he received 
visitors from the entire region, 
and was frequently consulted on 
issues that affected the 
community at large, including 
Poland and Lithuania. He 
repeatedly refused offers for the 
בָנוּת  ,in various large cities רַּ
including יִם  New York and ,יְרוּשָלַּ
Kovno.  
 His brilliance in תוֹרָה was 
evident as a young child, and can 
be seen through his original 
writings on the פָרָשָה written at 
the tender age of 17 years old. In 
1906, someone claimed to have 
discovered, and published, two 
כְתוֹת סֶּ לְמִי of the מַּ לְמוּד יְרוּשַּ  תַּ
which had been considered to 
have been lost for hundreds of 
years. Many גְדוֹלֵי יִשְרָאֵל 
embraced the work, and one 
even wrote a פֵרוּש on it.  ר׳ מֵאִיר
 as well as the Rogatchover) שִמְחָה
 the Gerer Rebbe and several ,גָאוֹן
others) was one of the prominent 
בָנִים  who discovered the work to רַּ
be nothing more than a very 
clever forgery. He denounced it 
as such and was proven correct.  
 To what did his parents 
attribute the זְכוּת of having such 

a chid? His father was  ר׳ קְלוֹנְמוּס
כֹּהֵן ן הַּ לְמַּ  ,a highly respected ,קַּ
wealthy merchant from 
Latrimentz, near Vilna. His home 
was always open to any of the 
many visiting בָנִים לְמִידֵי  and רַּ תַּ
 helped the ר׳ קְלוֹנְמוּס .חֲכָמִים
travelers recover their strength 
before continuing on their way. 
 One such wayfarer, who 
stayed for several months, was 
the ״ל ,גָאוֹן צַּ  of ר׳ מֵאִיר שִמְחָה זַּ
Titkin. When he finally took his 
leave, he blessed his host with 
the fervent hope that he would 
have a son who would be a credit 
to his parents and a light of 
learning to ל יִשְרָאֵל  In 1843, his .כְלַּ
 was fulfilled. The childless בְרָכָה
couple, ן לְמַּ  and his ר׳ קְלוֹנְמוּס קַּ
devoted wife, named their only 
son מֵאִיר שִמְחָה, in honor of their 
one-time great guest and well-
wisher. 
 My לְמִיד  when you ,תַּ
perform a ד סֶּ  you often will see ,חֶּ
how you will actually be helping 
yourself. You will be adding 
 and planting the seeds of זְכוּתִים
ד Through acts of .מָשִיחַּ  סֶּ  we ,חֶּ
will be ה  ,גְדוֹלִים to see our זוֹכֶּ
including ״ל צַּ  .ר׳ מֵאִיר שִמְחָה זַּ

 יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!
בִי Your  ,בְיְדִידוּת  רֶּ

A letter from a Rebbi, based on interviews 

Understanding
Davening

The latest Pirchei Newsletter contest 
is designed to make your ת בָּ  עֶרֶב שַׁ
fulfilling and memorable. During the 
weeks leading up to ה תּוֹרָּ ת הַׁ לַׁ בָּ  and קַׁ
beyond, learn at least 45 minutes 
before ה ת every מִנְחָּ בָּ  in your ,עֶרֶב שַׁ
home, ה ש or local יְשִיבָּ ית מִדְרָּ  Learn .בֵּ
for an hour or more and get an 
additional raffle entry. There is no 
particular לִמּוּד to learn — you can 
even review רְגּוּם ד תַּׁ א וְאֶחָּ יִם מִקְרָּ  If .שְנַׁ
you arrange for a group to learn on 
the phone, and have a שִעוּר to learn 
about ת בָּ ת or הִלְכוֹת שַׁ בָּ ת שַׁ  you ,קִדּוּשַׁ
will receive an extra raffle entry. The 
contest is open for all ages up to 12th 
grade. To join the program, please 
send your weekly email to: 
shnayimmikrahcontest@gmail.com 
by Monday 2:00 pm. Please include 
your name, grade, ה  ,city, state ,יְשִיבָּ
and contact # and your name will be 
entered into a drawing for a beautiful 
set of שִים אוֹת גְּדוֹלוֹת חוּמָּ  !מִקְרָּ

An Ahavas Chesed Moment

Learning Contest
Erev Shabbos

הִלִים כ״ז)  …לְדָוִד ה׳ אוֹרִי וְיִשְעִי  (תְּ  
חָד מִמִי …מָעוֹז  ה׳ מִמִי אִירָא, … אֶפְּ  — whom 

shall I fear?  is my … strength, whom  ד׳
shall I dread?  

The בָבוֹת  who would צַדִיק tells of a  חוֹבַת הַלְּ
sleep alone and unprotected in the 
wilderness. One man asked the צַדִיק, “Are 
you not fearful of the wild lions that roam 
around?” The צַדִיק replied, “I would be 
embarrassed in front ד׳, if I would be 
afraid of anything else besides Him!” The 
 implied: imagine if a bee would fly צַדִיק
past at the same time that a lion 
approached. Would the צַדִיק be 
concerned about the bee’s sting? The 
 was constant at every ד׳ s fear of’צַדִיק
moment. He had no place for any other 
fear. This is what ְדָוִד הַמֶלֶך meant — ד׳ is 
my light, my savior, my life’s strength, 
whom shall I fear? I fear ד׳, there is no 
place for any other fear! 

My Father and the Priest

Living   Timeless Torahwith 
the



*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

מַחְתָׂ  לִפְנֵי  ד׳   ךָ  וְהַלֵוִי …  וְשָׂ תֶּ ךָ  וְעַבְדְךָ  וַאֲמָׂ ה  וּבִנְךָ  וּבִתֶּ וְהַגֵר  וְהַיָׂתוֹם …  אַתָׂ
ה  נָׂ אַלְמָׂ רִים טז:יא(… וְהָׂ )דְבָׂ  

 You shall rejoice before ד׳ … you, your son, your daughter, 
your slave and your maidservant … and the Levite … and the convert, 
and the orphan and the widow…  
א offers an interesting רַשִ"י  ש תַנְחוּמָׂ  that explains the מִדְרָׂ
powerful ה כָׂ ה that comes when one gives בְרָׂ קָׂ  ,to the poor צְדָׂ
especially before יוֹם טוֹב. The ש  is saying, “If ד׳ teaches us that מִדְרָׂ
you support My four needy ‘children’ — the Levi (who has no share of 
the land), convert, orphan and widow, I will look after your four 
‘children’ — your son, daughter, slave and maidservant” 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 About 50 years ago, R' Dovid Schochet, was asked to speak 
to a group of Jewish and non-Jewish participants in Buffalo. He 
consulted with a ב  and was advised that due to certain רָׂ
circumstances it was advisable to go. He focused his lecture on the 
theme of ה קָׂ  charity, due to its universal appeal. He mentioned the ,צְדָׂ
following story:  
 A wealthy miser lived during the time of the תֹּסְפוֹת יוֹם טוֹב. 
After he died, the א ה קַדִישָׂ בְרָׂ  decided to bury him in the area of the חֶּ
cemetery called קְדֵש  reserved for society’s outcasts. A few days ,הֶּ
later, a tumult developed in Cracow. The butcher and baker, who had 
hitherto been very charitable, suddenly stopped their funds 
distribution. The poor people brought the matter before the  תֹּסְפוֹת
 He asked the men why they had so abruptly terminated their .יוֹם טוֹב
worthy acts. They explained that in the past, this ‘miser’ had supplied 
them with funds for charity. He had warned them to never disclose 
anything, as he wanted the ה  ,to be pure. Now that he was dead מִצְוָׂ
they could not continue. Awed by the unassuming “miser’s” behavior, 
the תֹּסְפוֹת יוֹם טוֹב asked to be buried next to this humble individual. 
 After he concluded his lecture, a priest asked R' Dovid that 
he repeat the story. Not wishing to be seen having a drawn-out 
dialogue with a priest, he arranged to meet with the priest the next 
day in his hotel room.  

 After R' Dovid concluded his repetition of the story, the 
priest paced nervously back and forth across the room. Finally, the 
priest turned to him and said, “Rabbi Schochet, that ‘miser’ was my 
ancestor.”  
 Skeptical, R' Dovid tried to calm the young man, saying that 
there was absolutely no connection between him and the story of the 
miser, which had taken place hundreds of years ago. “Furthermore,” 
he told him, “you are not Jewish. This man was a Jew.” 
 The priest looked at R' Dovid intently and whispered, 
“Rabbi, now I have a story to tell you! … I grew up in Tennessee. My 
father was a US Army major during the WWII who met a Jewish girl in 
Europe and married her. No one knew her background. A short time 
later, my parents were blessed with a son, who ... eventually trained 
to become a priest. In my early adulthood, my mother died young. On 
her deathbed … after reciting שְמַע, she confessed, ‘I want you to 
know that you are Jewish.’ She informed me of my heritage and that 
her ancestor was buried next to a great sage called the תֹּסְפוֹת יוֹם טוֹב. 
She then told me, almost verbatim, the story that you related in your 
lecture last night. At the time, I imagined that my mother was 
delirious. Although I felt uneasy from my mother’s parting words, it 
was only a temporary, fleeting emotion. I soon forgot the entire 
episode. 
 “Rabbi, I realize now that the story must be true. What am I 
to do? I am a reputable priest with a large congregation of devoted 
followers.” 
 R' Dovid encouraged him to explore his heritage and put 
the man in contact with people in his city who could guide him. 
 Several years later, a bearded Jew approached R' Dovid at 
the ל ם“ .כּוֹתֶּ לוֹם עֲלֵיכֶּ  Do you recognize me, R' Schochet? I am the !שָׂ
former priest you met in Buffalo!” R' Dovid gasped as he realized how 
powerful is the eternal merit of the miser’s ה קָׂ  and the guiding צְדָׂ
hand of the תֹּסְפוֹת יוֹם טוֹב. R' Dovid was a direct descendant of the 
 !תֹּסְפוֹת יוֹם טוֹב

Adapted from: Divine Whispers (with kind permission from Targum) 

 Questions    weekof רש"י
the

מָא: ת עִנְיָנֵי דְי�וֹ הִלְכ�וֹ
 אֶל�וּל

Halacha 
Corner

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

חלק א׳ פרק ז׳:ב׳  -ספר אהבת חסד   
*The הֲלָכוֹת of collateral (a security that usually is at least equal in value 
to the loan. Typically it is held until the money has been repaid), that 
we mentioned last week are applicable even for a ית דִין לִיחַ בֵּ  ,שְׁ
messenger of the court. If the lender did not request collateral and on 
the due date of the loan the borrower was not able to repay his debt, 
then even though there was a court ruling against the borrower, the 
ית דִין לִיחַ בֵּ  must not force the borrower to bring him collateral, nor שְׁ
can the ית דִין לִיחַ בֵּ  .take any collateral without permission שְׁ
*This is intended only as a guide. Please review any real-life situations with a competent Rov.  
These הֲלָכוֹת of collateral we are now learning are only applicable to a direct loan. If, 
however, the money owed was for payment of work done or because he was a guarantor 
ב]  do not apply and one may forcefully take collateral הֲלָכוֹת on a loan, then these [עָרֵּ
against the wishes of the borrower. 

• From ראֹשׁ חוֹדֶשׁ אֶלוּל until מִינִי עֲצֶרֶת לְדָוִד ה׳ “ we recite ,שְׁׁ
…אוֹרִי וְיִשְעִי  הִלִים כ״ז) ”  two times each day — once by ,(תְׁ

חֲרִית חָה and once by שַׁׁ עֲרִיב or מִנְׁ  This recitation is .מַׁ

followed by דִישׁ יָתוֹם  .קַׁ
• Some people have a הָג פִלִין to check their מִנְׁ זוּזוֹת and תְׁ  מְׁ

during the month of אֶלוּל. 

1. When freeing an עֶבֶד עִבְרִי, one should give him more than he 
deserves. Why? 

2. Who are the four recipients of הקב״ה’s בְרָכָה if we complete our 
responsibilities to the יָתוֹם ,גֵר ,לֵוִי, and אַלְמָנָה? 

1. Because when we left מִצְרַיִם, we received from הקב״ה, twice: once from  בִיזַת
 after the splitting of) בִיזַת הַיָם and then a second time by (before leaving) מִצְרַיִם
the ד״ה וְזָכַרְתָ ) יַם סוּף … — 15:15). 

2. Your son, daughter, servant and maid servant are the four (of ours) that 
correspond to the יָתוֹם ,גֵר ,לֵוִי, and ד״ה וְהַלֵוִי) אַלְמָנָה … — 16:11). 

1. When freeing an עֶבֶד עִבְרִי, one should give him more than he 
deserves. Why? 

2. Who are the four recipients of הקב״ה’s בְרָכָה if we complete our 
responsibilities to the יָתוֹם ,גֵר ,לֵוִי, and אַלְמָנָה? 

1. Because when we left מִצְרַיִם, we received from הקב״ה, twice: once from  בִיזַת
 after the splitting of) בִיזַת הַיָם and then a second time by (before leaving) מִצְרַיִם
the ד״ה וְזָכַרְתָ ) יַם סוּף … — 15:15). 

2. Your son, daughter, servant and maid servant are the four (of ours) that 
correspond to the יָתוֹם ,גֵר ,לֵוִי, and ד״ה וְהַלֵוִי) אַלְמָנָה … — 16:11). 

FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

 fought valiantly against the reform ר׳ מֵאִיר שִמְחָה הַכֹּהֵן זַצַ״ל
movement. In 1860, he wrote (מֶשֶךְ חָכְמָה, פ׳ בְחֻקֹּתַי) that those 
who forget their origins, thinking “Berlin is יְרוּשָלַיִם”, are doomed 
to destruction. During WWI, many Jews left Dvinsk to a safer 
haven. He did not join, explaining that he would stay as long as 
there was a מִנְיָן of Jews in town. “?װעֶר װײֵסט װאָסִיז בעֶסעֶר — 
Who knows what is better? —  יעֶדעֶר באָמבעֶר האָט זײַן אײֵגנעֶר
 ”!Each bomb has its own exact address — פִינקטלעֶכעֶ אַדרעֶס!

Source: Heard around the Shabbos table 

Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
״ל  צַּ כֹּהֵן זַּ  ר׳ מֵאִיר שִמְחָה הַּ
was one of the leading דוֹר  גְדוֹלֵי הַּ
of his time. In Dvinsk, he received 
visitors from the entire region, 
and was frequently consulted on 
issues that affected the 
community at large, including 
Poland and Lithuania. He 
repeatedly refused offers for the 
בָנוּת  ,in various large cities רַּ
including יִם  New York and ,יְרוּשָלַּ
Kovno.  
 His brilliance in תוֹרָה was 
evident as a young child, and can 
be seen through his original 
writings on the פָרָשָה written at 
the tender age of 17 years old. In 
1906, someone claimed to have 
discovered, and published, two 
כְתוֹת סֶּ לְמִי of the מַּ לְמוּד יְרוּשַּ  תַּ
which had been considered to 
have been lost for hundreds of 
years. Many גְדוֹלֵי יִשְרָאֵל 
embraced the work, and one 
even wrote a פֵרוּש on it.  ר׳ מֵאִיר
 as well as the Rogatchover) שִמְחָה
 the Gerer Rebbe and several ,גָאוֹן
others) was one of the prominent 
בָנִים  who discovered the work to רַּ
be nothing more than a very 
clever forgery. He denounced it 
as such and was proven correct.  
 To what did his parents 
attribute the זְכוּת of having such 

a chid? His father was  ר׳ קְלוֹנְמוּס
כֹּהֵן ן הַּ לְמַּ  ,a highly respected ,קַּ
wealthy merchant from 
Latrimentz, near Vilna. His home 
was always open to any of the 
many visiting בָנִים לְמִידֵי  and רַּ תַּ
 helped the ר׳ קְלוֹנְמוּס .חֲכָמִים
travelers recover their strength 
before continuing on their way. 
 One such wayfarer, who 
stayed for several months, was 
the ״ל ,גָאוֹן צַּ  of ר׳ מֵאִיר שִמְחָה זַּ
Titkin. When he finally took his 
leave, he blessed his host with 
the fervent hope that he would 
have a son who would be a credit 
to his parents and a light of 
learning to ל יִשְרָאֵל  In 1843, his .כְלַּ
 was fulfilled. The childless בְרָכָה
couple, ן לְמַּ  and his ר׳ קְלוֹנְמוּס קַּ
devoted wife, named their only 
son מֵאִיר שִמְחָה, in honor of their 
one-time great guest and well-
wisher. 
 My לְמִיד  when you ,תַּ
perform a ד סֶּ  you often will see ,חֶּ
how you will actually be helping 
yourself. You will be adding 
 and planting the seeds of זְכוּתִים
ד Through acts of .מָשִיחַּ  סֶּ  we ,חֶּ
will be ה  ,גְדוֹלִים to see our זוֹכֶּ
including ״ל צַּ  .ר׳ מֵאִיר שִמְחָה זַּ

 יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!
בִי Your  ,בְיְדִידוּת  רֶּ

A letter from a Rebbi, based on interviews 

Understanding
Davening

The latest Pirchei Newsletter contest 
is designed to make your ת בָּ  עֶרֶב שַׁ
fulfilling and memorable. During the 
weeks leading up to ה תּוֹרָּ ת הַׁ לַׁ בָּ  and קַׁ
beyond, learn at least 45 minutes 
before ה ת every מִנְחָּ בָּ  in your ,עֶרֶב שַׁ
home, ה ש or local יְשִיבָּ ית מִדְרָּ  Learn .בֵּ
for an hour or more and get an 
additional raffle entry. There is no 
particular לִמּוּד to learn — you can 
even review רְגּוּם ד תַּׁ א וְאֶחָּ יִם מִקְרָּ  If .שְנַׁ
you arrange for a group to learn on 
the phone, and have a שִעוּר to learn 
about ת בָּ ת or הִלְכוֹת שַׁ בָּ ת שַׁ  you ,קִדּוּשַׁ
will receive an extra raffle entry. The 
contest is open for all ages up to 12th 
grade. To join the program, please 
send your weekly email to: 
shnayimmikrahcontest@gmail.com 
by Monday 2:00 pm. Please include 
your name, grade, ה  ,city, state ,יְשִיבָּ
and contact # and your name will be 
entered into a drawing for a beautiful 
set of שִים אוֹת גְּדוֹלוֹת חוּמָּ  !מִקְרָּ

An Ahavas Chesed Moment

Learning Contest
Erev Shabbos

הִלִים כ״ז)  …לְדָוִד ה׳ אוֹרִי וְיִשְעִי  (תְּ  
חָד מִמִי …מָעוֹז  ה׳ מִמִי אִירָא, … אֶפְּ  — whom 

shall I fear?  is my … strength, whom  ד׳
shall I dread?  

The בָבוֹת  who would צַדִיק tells of a  חוֹבַת הַלְּ
sleep alone and unprotected in the 
wilderness. One man asked the צַדִיק, “Are 
you not fearful of the wild lions that roam 
around?” The צַדִיק replied, “I would be 
embarrassed in front ד׳, if I would be 
afraid of anything else besides Him!” The 
 implied: imagine if a bee would fly צַדִיק
past at the same time that a lion 
approached. Would the צַדִיק be 
concerned about the bee’s sting? The 
 was constant at every ד׳ s fear of’צַדִיק
moment. He had no place for any other 
fear. This is what ְדָוִד הַמֶלֶך meant — ד׳ is 
my light, my savior, my life’s strength, 
whom shall I fear? I fear ד׳, there is no 
place for any other fear! 

My Father and the Priest

Living   Timeless Torahwith 
the



The plot of land on which the boys’ school 
of Yeshiva of Brooklyn was built was 

purchased from Tony, a young non-Jew.

The tension was high and the matter 
seemed closed - until Rabbi Manis Mandel, 
who had remained silent thus far, spoke:

At the closing the broker made a suggestion to Tony...

R’ Shlomo Heiman, born in Parenz, near Minsk, to R’ Michel, was ראשׁ ישיבה  of
 ר׳ ברוּך בּער At the age of 12, he learned in Halusk under .בית מדרשׁ עליוֹן and ישיבה תּוֹרה ודעת
Leibowitz זצ״ל. In 1917, after R’ Shlomo married Chaya Feiga Rudinsky, ר׳ ברוּך בּער appointed 
him to serve as ראשׁ ישיבה of כנסת בית יצחק. The חפץ חיים also selected him to teach in the 
Radin ישיבה. After WWI, R’ Elchonon Wasserman הי״ד prevailed upon him to be a ראשׁ ישיבה 
in Baranovitch. In 1927, R’ Chaim Ozer Grodzenski זצ״ל invited R’ Shlomo to be ראשׁ ישיבה 
in Vilna, a position he held for nearly eight years. In 1935, with the approval of R’ Chaim 
Ozer, R’ Shlomo accepted the position of ראשׁ ישיבה of ישיבה תּוֹרה ודעת. His classic שעוּרים 

are collected in חדּוּשי ר׳ שלמה.

Tony, maybe you would 
subtract from the sale price 
whatever you save from the 

tax fees, since you are selling 
the land to a non-profit 

institution?

Tony, Let me tell you 
about my teacher, Rabbi 

Shlomo Heiman, of blessed 
memory. He was a great 

man. What do you think he 
would tell his wife when 

she went shopping?

The MONEY is 
MINE! NO ONE has 
the right to take 
away MY money!

Rabbi, you 
got it!

Tony, if I were buying it for 
myself, I would not say a word. But 

I am purchasing the land for my non-
profit school that accepts children 

from poor families for free or reduced 
tuition. That’s why we’re trying to save 

whatever money we can!

Chaya Feiga, please 
remember that we do not haggle 

over prices with the shopkeepers. 
However, if you are shopping for the 
poor family next door, then you have 
an obligation to try to get the best 

price. Every penny you save for them is 
precious!

5653-5705 1893-1944 ukxf z"h

Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our Gedolim Glimpses
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

 ,was born in Latrimentz (near Vilna) ר׳ מֵאִיר שִמְחָה הַכֹּהֵן זַצַ״ל
Russia to ר׳ קְלוֹנְמוּס קַלְמַן, a wealthy merchant. At age 17 he 
completed his classic מֶשֶךְ חָכְמָה. As per his father advice, he 

never printed the סֵפֶר in his lifetime. He was 17 when he married חַיָה, the 
daughter of ר׳ צְבִי פַלְטִיאֵל Makovsky of Bialystock. For the next 23 years, he 
learned day and night. In 1888, at the request of the בֵית הַלֵוִי, he became רָב 
of the פָרוּשִים of Dvinsk. For nearly 40 years he served as the beloved leader 
of כְלַל יִשְרָאֵל and was one of the גְדוֹלֵי יִשְרָאֵל that founded אֲגֻּדַת יִשְרָאֵל. His 
brilliant and classic work, אוֹר שָמֵחַ עַל הָרַמְבַ״ם, considered one of the 
greatest works of its kind of all time, is studied in all יְשִיבוֹת today. 

 ד׳  אלול
5603 – 5686 
1843 – 1926 

הֵן זַצַ״ל   was offered the ר׳ מֵאִיר שִמְחָה הַכֹּ
position of רָב of יְרוּשָלַיִם after  ר׳ שְמוּאֵל
 in 1906, but he bowed to the פְטִירָה s’סַלַנְט
entreaties of his קְהִלָה to remain in 
Dvinsk. Twenty prominent leaders of 
Dvinsk wrote to יְרוּשָלַיִם as follows: 
“...We, of the Russian גּוֹלָה in the city of 
Dvinsk, rise up in response to the report 
that the בְנֵי יְרוּשָלַיִם wish to take away our 
 our teacher ... not only will they destroy ,רֶבִי
us, but [it will destroy] the entire גּוֹלָה for 
whom he is the רֶבִי and the address for all who seek 
the דְבַר ד׳, word of ד׳…” 
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עֶךָ    בוּאַת זַרְּ ל תְּ ת כָּ ר אֵּׂ עַשֵּׂ ר תְּ רִים יד:כב(… עַשֵּׂ בָּ )דְּ  
 You shall tithe the entire crop of your planting … 
 The א רָּ מָּ ת in גְּ   makes a well known (קי״ט) מַסֶכֶת שַבָּ
comment on the double expression of ר עַשֵּׂ ר תְּ א The .עַשֵּׂ רָּ מָּ  גְּ
notes that hidden in these words is a very special blessing; 
ר עַשֵּׂ בִיל שֶתִתְּ ר בִשְּ  take from your own produce (or — עַשֵּׂ
monies) a tenth (ר  and, in return, you will be blessed (מַעֲשֵּׂ
with wealth.  
 R' Shimon Schwab זַצַ״ל poses a very powerful 
question. This ה כָּ רָּ  of affluence does not seem to be in line בְּ
with everything that we have learned in many places in חֲזַ״ל. 
Do we not find a consistent message throughout the רִים פָּ  of סְּ
י לֵּׂ לֹמֹה הַמֶלֶךְ that קֹהֶלֶת and מִשְּ  ,the wisest of all men ,שְּ
despised wealth and all of its trappings? What is the value of 
a ה כָּ רָּ  of riches if wealth, owning riches as an end reward, is בְּ
so scorned? 
 R'  Schwab  explains  this  with  a  א רָּ מָּ מַסֶכֶת    in  גְּ
רִים דָּ א The .(ל״ח) נְּ רָּ מָּ ן says in the name of גְּ נָּ  only ה׳ that ,ר׳ יוֹחָּ
rests His כִינָּה  on a person who is blessed with certain שְּ
qualities. One of the qualities that is listed is being wealthy. 
Again, we have the same question.  
 The בַ״ם א answers that the רַמְּ רָּ מָּ  does not mean to גְּ

say that in order to be eligible to be a בִיא  you must possess ,נָּ
great wealth. The terminology of שִיר בִיא regarding a עָּ  refers נָּ
to that which we learn in בוֹת י אָּ קֵּׂ שִיר,  :(פֶרֶק ד:א)  פִרְּ יזֶהוּ עָּ אֵּׂ
קוֹ חֶלְּ חַ בְּ מֵּׂ  Who is considered rich? One who is satisfied with ,הַשָּ
his lot. The בַ״ם  explains that being satisfied with what you רַמְּ
have and not being wishful about what you could have had, is 
an essential quality in becoming a בִיא ה׳  .נָּ
 With this understanding of the necessary quality to 
be a בִיא ה׳ א Rav Schwab explains our ,נָּ רָּ מָּ ת in גְּ  One .מַסֶכֶת שַבָּ
who is able to be happy with his lot and share his G-d given 
wealth with others will be זוֹכֶה to reach the highest  level of 
wealth, ֹקו חֶלְּ חַ בְּ מֵּׂ  that of being satisfied with his lot. This is ,שָּ
the truest form of riches, for this type of wealth will last 
forever. 
 The  א רָּ מָּ סוּק  on  the  (ט׳)  מַסֶכֶת  תַעֲנִית  in  גְּ  in  פָּ
אַכִי י…  (ג:י) מַלְּ לִי דָּ ה עַד בְּ כָּ רָּ כֶם בְּ וַהֲרִיקֹתִי לָּ , and I will pour out 
upon you blessing without end, interprets the ה כָּ רָּ  :as follows בְּ
you will have so much plenty that you will say דַי — enough. 
Says Rav Schwab: in the same vain, you will be able to say דַי 
— enough — because you will be truly satisfied — ֹקו חֶלְּ חַ בְּ מֵּׂ  .שָּ

Adapted from: Peninim on the Torah (with kind permission from Rabbi A.L. Scheinbaum) 
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